PRESS RELEASE

KERRY KIDS TRY OUT ACTIVE MINDS PROGRAMME
SuperValu introduces interactive educational trial in Kerry

Kerry kids are being encouraged to read more and to get more involved in arts and crafts following the introduction of a new educational programme, by SuperValu, which is being trialed in the Kerry region.

On 26th September SuperValu launched its Active Minds initiative, which has been developed for primary schools to help children develop through a range of activities that will help both their reading and creative skills, in the classroom.

The pilot scheme, which is being trialed 141 primary schools all over Kerry, will facilitate teachers through the provision of books and arts and crafts materials. SuperValu’s Active Minds is being rolled out in collaboration with Children’s Books Ireland* and Penguin Books. 

Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, John O’Donoghue TD who launched the pilot scheme, said that any educational initiative that promoted creativity and personal development in children was to be welcomed and commended. 

 “We cannot underestimate the positive effect books, arts and crafts have on the development of young children.  It is so important to nurture children’s minds from an early age and to demonstrate, to them, that learning can also be fun. We live in an era where TV and computer games are fast becoming the dominant activity amongst young people, resulting in an increase in sedentary lifestyles and shorter attention spans.  We need to address this issue, get back to basics and promote greater learning and creativity for the next generation. SuperValu’s Active Minds programme takes a progressive step in the right direction and it is my hope that this initiative will not be confined to the Kerry area but will, in time, be extended nationwide.” 

The Minister was joined for the launch at Blennerville Windmill by 30 children from Blennerville Primary school who tried out the Active Minds books and arts and crafts materials for themselves. Local story tellers John W Sexton and Noel King hosted reading corners for the children who also spent their morning painting and drawing with their newly acquired SuperValu Active Minds sets. 

Ray Kelly, SuperValu’s Marketing Director, said; “SuperValu is very active in the community and takes its corporate responsibility role very seriously.  The company constantly looks at ways in which young people can benefit from practical, on the ground initiatives and we are confident that Active Minds will make a tangible difference to both teachers and pupils, in the classroom.

“SuperValu is committed to supporting schools in providing young people with the best possible start in life which, under Active Minds, means offering schools the opportunity to collect reading, teaching and creative play tools for their classes.” 
Mags Walsh of Children’s Books Ireland said, “books should be central to the life of every child.  Books help young readers run, fly, adventure and fall down rabbit holes.  Giving children access to books is essential to their educational and personal development. Recent studies have shown a clear association between enjoying reading and succeeding in education.  If children are hooked from a young age they will continue as readers well into adulthood.”

Active Minds is being piloted as part of the hugely successful SuperValu Kids In Action programme, which was launched by SuperValu in January 2006.

Kids in Action provided primary schools nationwide with €1million worth of sports equipment which was a practical approach to encouraging children to become more active.  The programme, which was SuperValu’s most successful initiative to date, supported the call by both government and interest groups for a multi-sectoral approach to the promotion of regular activity, amongst children.  

To participate in the Active Minds scheme, Kerry schools can collect tokens through their local SuperValu stores for the opportunity of redeeming art materials and books.  One token is presented to customers for every €10 spent in store and anyone can collect tokens, on behalf of schools in County Kerry. 

In addition to arts and crafts sets, there are 20 children’s books available by both Irish and international authors, that have been agreed with and recommended by CBI.  The range includes Legend of Captain Crows Teeth by Eoin Colfer, The Secret Garden, Charlie & The Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl and Little Women by Louisa M Alcott.
Tokens will be available from 25th September for a period of eight weeks.

Notes: 

*Children’s Books Ireland is the national children's book organisation of Ireland. The aim of CBI is to promote quality children's books and reading throughout the country.  The organization was formed in 1996 through a merger of the Children's Literature Association of Ireland and The Irish Children's Book Trust.
· Pending the success of the Active Minds pilot scheme, it is also planned to introduce this initiative to school, nationwide, in 2007.
Background to SuperValu:

· SuperValu is part of Musgrave SuperValu-Centra (MSVC), the retail franchise division of Musgrave Group, Ireland’s largest grocery and food distributor.
· SuperValu is made up of almost 200 independently owned and run supermarkets, which employ over 12,600 people. 

· SuperValu demonstrates a strong commitment to supporting the Irish food industry, with annual sales from Irish suppliers worth in the region of €1.9bn.
· MSVC invests over €2.3million in local community sponsorships, initiatives and charitable causes each year.
For further information on the programme log onto www.supervaluactiveminds.ie 
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